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1 ke Copy of a Letter from Somerfetthire, concerning a Strange
Froft, which hath lasely done much bure about Briftol 5 zoge-
ther with fome ufeful bints [uggefted upon that occafion,

SIR,

Have my felf obferved, and heard from others, that
mach violent Rain fell in many places of England
this laft Summer and Autumn 1672, And ’tis manifeft,

that fuch vehement fhowers do wath and carry away the -

Soil and rickcit Compoft out of the common fields into the
Rivers, and by them into the Ocean : Which is the caufe
of barrenefs and fcarcity of Corn, and fometimes of a
great mortality of Men and Cattle in the following years 5
as I could make appear by many fad inftances.

For aremedy agaicit Famine,or to prevent it,fome good
Men, withmuch zeal forthe publick welfare, have ear-
neftly {ollicited Tke Plantation of Orchards and Groves 5 ha«
ving reecived it from a Tradition pretending to long Ob-
fervaticn and frequent Experience, that in thofe years,
in which Corn moft fails, fruit, maft,chefnuts, wall-nuts,
aad fach relief from our Trees, do moft abound. But
there is ne fufficient defence againft Divine Judgments,
titl we return toourduty. That Orchards and Groves
will not doit, you may fee by the Narrative following 5

The Freeziug rain, which fell here the ninth, renth, or
eleventh of December laft, (forl cannot confine the time
exactly) hathmade facha deftruttion of Trees inall the
Villages and High ways from Briftel toward Wwells and to-
wards §hepton-Mallet, and rowards Bath and Bruton, and
in other places of the Weft, that both for the Manner and
Matter it may feem incredibles and is more ftrange than
I have found in any Eaglifh Chronicle.  You will havethe
proof and manner and beft meafure of it ina Tranfeript,
which I fhall here give you from a very worthy perfon
of unqueftionable credir, as you or others of your mear
acquaintance do well kaow,
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& The lats prodigisus Froft (faith ,h,az bath much difabled
“mg; old Qrclisrds expofed to the Nersh:Eaff. Had it con-
S cluded with fome gufte of Wind, 2t might bave been of (ad im-
S poreances Iweighed the Sprigg of an Alb.tree of jus? three
¢ quarters of @ pound, whichwas brought to my Table; the Ice
“on it weighed fixcteen pounds, befides what was melted of
“ by the bands of them that broagl:;, it A yery (mall bent at
“* the fame time was produced, which had tmgﬁfle, encompaffing
““it, of five inches rosnd by meafure; Yet all this whiley, when
“ Trees.and hedges weye laaden.with Jce, there was no Ioe to be
€ feen om osr Rivere, wor fo prugh ason.our fanding Pools, Now
£ e are [erioyfly cancerngd for Beplanting. Ba;zﬁ"";i?"‘

Sir, Thelike, or worfe and more ftrapge complaints,I
received from feveral other places, and from Eye:Witnef-
fes of credit.Some Travailers were almoft loft by the cold.
nefs of the freezing air, and freezing rain,  All the Trees,
young and old,on the high.way from Briffol to Shepton,were
{o torn and thrown down on both fides the ways, that
they were unpaffable. By the like obftrutions the Carri-
ers of Bruton were forc’t to return back, Some were af-
frighted with the noife in the Air, till they difcerned that
it was the clatter of Igy boughs dafhed one againft another
by the wind. Some told me, that riding on the {nowy -
Downs, they faw this freezing rain fall upon the fnow,and
immediately freeze to Ice, withoutfinking at all into the
fnow 3 fothat the fnow wascovered with Ice allalongyand
had been dangerons, if the Ice had been ftrong enough to
bear them. Others were on their Journey when the Ice
was able to bear them in fome places, and they were in
great diftrefs.

1 aid, I could not pun@ually define the time when this
freezing rain was moft violent and moft apparent. Dec.8.
much fnow fell here ; the ninth, much rain fellhere ; and
allthe fnow pafled away, not _lca,viu‘% an Icicle amongft
us. Thetenthday, wehad fuddain fits of cold and relax-
ing warmoefs, OnWednefday (Dec, 11,)] faw ayousg
man, who returning home from a Journey of five miles,
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and coming into 3 warm rqom, ‘cryed out of extream tor-
ments in all pares of his body. - He-affirmedy: that the Air,
and the Winds (which were then fomewhat high) were {o
unfufferably cold, thathe was in utter defpair of coming
home alive 5 yet all that day ‘nothing but moift dew feit
under ourfeet.  Ifwe fay, the Eaith did {end forth warm
fteams to keep thi¢ freezing rain diffolved on her Surface ;
whence fhall we fay,the Air and Rain and Winds got thefe
freezing Icicles, which oppreffed:men-and plants? When
the candid Frofts do cover our Fruit-trees perfeély white
(as T have oft-times feen ithold for fome weeks together)
Atis {o far from dofng hurt to the Trees, “that we haveitin
a proverb fora go‘oﬁﬁgn of abundance of fruit in the en-
fuing year : Bur tor this Freezing rain,as foon as it touched
any bough, fetled'into Ice, and by multiplying aod en.
larging the Icicles' (efpecially where it could lay hold on
Mofs or other:afperities of theTree )it broke all down with
the weight,

As {oon as thefe Frofts were over,we had glowing heats,
which caufed a general complaintamongft us of exceflive
fweating, by nightandddy.” Thebufthes and many flow-
ers inthe Garden appeared-in fuch forwardae§ , as.if it
weiein dprilor May. - I-faw young Coleworts growing s
roots and leaves ; on the top, leavescof an older Colwort.
Not far from my abode, an Apple-tree bloflomed before
Chriftmafs : This I do notméntion forextraordinary 5 but
Ithink, °tis more than ordinary, that:before New-years-
tide this Apple-tree bore Apples perfeétly koitted, and as
big as ones fingers end. 1 had fome of thefe apples brought
to me, whichILiptended to fend you 5 but they fo withe-
red in my pocket,that they have little refemblance of what
they were a fortnight fince, when they were greca and
plump,

It wereto'be withed, that fome ingenious men would
{inftead of the corjetures of weather’ to come). givea
taithful and judicious accomprt of the weather, and oiher
remarkable accidents and pharomena, as they fell outon
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the fame day of shie Month-of theiyear foregoing, Hence
we might in time ¢xamine upon feme grounds, How far
the Patitions of Rlanets,..or ather fymptoms or concomis
tants,are Indicative.of Weathery, Probably we may have
forewarnings of Deaths or Famines, Epidemical difeafes,
&c, and by their caufes be inftrulted for remedies or pre-
vention. Certainly, by this method we may learn more
in few years than at random in:all the"days .of our fhort
lives, And, if fuch Calenders might be had from other
forreign and remote parts,as from Dansgick, Tangiery New
England, Bermudos, Batbados, Jambica, &c 5 we. thould
make a clofer chafe to inveftigate the caufe of Heat and
Cold, coafting Rain.and coaBing Winds. And thjs dili:
gence would be profitable if obferved from feveral parts
of England, Sea-coafts, Midland, &c.

.Neither would it lefsoblige pofterity, if he, who writes
the London-Calendar ; would record at the end of evety.
month the higheft and loweft price of Wheat, Rye,Barley,
Peafe, Beans, Qats, asthey are fold in fome chief Market
in London; and abftra® in one page the mweekly Bills of
Births,Burials, of Males.and Females.

And the like Calenders are tobe wifht from Parss, Rome,
Venice, Vienna, Madridy fince Major Grang hath drawo us
good loftructions, what manifold ufes may be made fram
fuch informations, &c.

It cannot be expeéted, that we fhould foonhave it re.
giﬁred-uudercvery month,the Q;thantzft};azdee{gbt of Rain
that falls every month, or in great fhowers, or long lafting
rain.And though this would feem a dull work; yet 1t would
~ figuifie fomething to fome purpofes.

In old Hiftories! find, that Earthquakes, Ynundations,
Droughts, Famine,Peftilences, were each of them (in their
{overal feafons,and fometimes one clofe on the heels of the
other,) almo® univerfal over the known. world; fomes
times raging from place to plice {everal years together. As
the Learned Afeade relateth of a Peftilence, which in the
days of Gallus and Volnfianus began in Athiopia, and for
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fhveeidyears wifted all the Ronan Provinces, Zomaraw fo
his Am#lor§ and Lipfius his abettor in thefe words; Nes
al5d W 0w Major lies mibi le8la,[patio tempotum fioe terrarum,
Ay plagués sod famine,{o ftorms and tempefts,and (as far as
I could eolle&) this froft, and fome winds, (more in fome
plaers theninether) did runfrom ope place, and break out
te-amother at differing cimies and by thort journeys, about
a6 Milts at'atime. Thunderis not often heard above twen-
ty.thiles off ; except when itrolls about in a large compafs,
or thefound is affifted by the conveyance of Woods, Fo-
refds, Riveys of Channels. . Hence Correfpondesce will be
deceflary to perfelt thefe Regifters,

If fuch @ Kalendar as. is hete propofed, were happily be-
gun, the leading example would draw on and grow to af
ford usbetter Light,than hath been hitherto affured by all
the rermains of Aftrology. And they may make acquaintance
with others, who have a genius,imployment and opportuni-
ties fit to bear the trouble of drawing the Tables of Weather
and remarkable fatalities, Ferewarnings may pre-
pare us to confult for Preventions or Remedies,
In the year 1629 or 1630 there was a Dearth
in England : Andmuchtalk there was then, that in London
they had a way to knead and ferment boyled Turneps with
afmall quantity of meal ; and that it made better Bread for
whitenefs, pleafantnefs, lafting and wholefomnefs, thanis
made of the fineft lower of, wheat, Turneps, Rapes, Car.
rets, Par{neps, Potadoes, and other Roots lye fafe under
ground from {corching heat, and are faid tothrive beft in
the greateft rain, Potadoeswerea relief to Ireland in their
laft famine.They yield meat and drink.But after all our dili.
gence and contrivances,our only fafeguard is, to ferve him,
that is the Sopreme Governor and Difpofer of all,
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